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SOUTHWEST POWER POOL 

WESTERN MARKETS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Jan. 30, 2020 

Tri-State Offices, Westminster, CO 

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS AND ACTION ITEMS 

Motions: 

1. Dan Walter motioned to approve WEIS Tariff Revision Request 1; Brad Hans seconded. 

Motion passed. 

2. Tom Christensen motioned to form a temporary task force to complete review of the 

draft market protocols. Dan Walter seconded. Motion passed. 

Action Items: 

 SPP will determine timing and location for an in-depth, operational-level workshop. 

 SPP will post WEIS market protocols presentation to meeting materials. 

 SPP will send WEIS participants a request for protocols task force members. 

 SPP will draft an initial scope for the protocols task force. 

 SPP will begin work on a draft scope for a WEIS working group for consideration at a 

subsequent meeting. 

 SPP will provide a red-lined version of the draft market protocols. 

 SPP will resend the market power study data request. 
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MINUTES 

AGENDA ITEM 1 – ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

Tim Vigil (WAPA CRSP) called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. The following members were in 

attendance: 

Dave Neumayer – WAPA RMR  Dan Walter – TSGT  

Lori Frisk – WAPA UGP   Tom Christensen – Basin  

Brad Hans – MEAN    Tim Vigil, WAPA CRSP 

Tim noted the addition of the WEIS Tariff clean-up revision request to the agenda. Tom 

Christensen motioned to approve the revised agenda. David Neumayer seconded. Agenda was 

approved.   

AGENDA ITEM 2 – CONSENT AGENDA 

Tim presented the Jan. 10, 2020, meeting minutes. Dan Walter motioned to accept with no 

changes. Tom Christensen seconded. Motion passed. 

AGENDA ITEM 3 – FERC FILING UPDATE 

David Kelley (SPP) reported the SPP Board of Directors approved for filing the WEIS Tariff, WJDA 

and WMEC charter during its January quarterly meeting. Next steps: 

 Pre-filing meetings with FERC staff on Feb. 6 

 Filings are expected to be made the week of Feb. 10  

 SPP will work with participating transmission providers regarding their own filings after 

the WEIS Tariff filing. These changes to participating transmission provider tariffs will be 

discussed at a WMEC meeting before being filed. 

David encouraged the group to consider filing comments in support of SPP’s WEIS Tariff filing. 

These would be due within 21 days of the filing. 

Additional group discussion centered on two questions: 
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 Any thought to having a single, common transmission tariff? No. Each entity will keep its 

own tariff; SPP will make changes to its own OATT as needed to represent WEIS and 

WEIS usage of transmission system and will coordinate those changes with other 

transmission providers. 

 Any discussion of having a joint operating agreement with the California EIM? Yes. SPP 

and CAISO already have an agreement on reliability coordination, though it does not 

cover market-to-market transactions. The Enhanced Curtailment Calculator (ECC) 

Working Group is discussing how west-wide flows should be prioritized and managed, 

which will include how the markets interact to manage congestion. 

 Does the ECC Working Group need to evaluate its makeup to include additional 

participants? Shane Messano (WAPA) indicated outreach efforts over the next three 

months will ensure the right participation. Information on the ECC may be found here on 

spp.org. 

AGENDA ITEM 4 – WEIS TARIFF REVISION REQUEST 

Patti Kelly (SPP) reviewed a staff-generated revision request to clean up a section of the WEIS 

Tariff where language should have been removed during reviews in December. The extraneous 

language in Section 5.4.1 of Attachment A was found during development of protocols.   

Patti noted the proposed change does not affect what will be done with OOMEs; Section 5.4 

remains intact.   

Dan Walter motioned to accept the revision request. Brad Hans seconded. The motion passed.  

AGENDA ITEM 5 – WEIS PROGRAM UPDATE 

David stressed the need for a concerted joint focus – by SPP and WEIS participants – on 

ensuring readiness and resolving issues that could impede plans for go-live. He reported 

progress on several fronts, from protocols to high-level functional design to development of 

readiness metrics.   

Of the 10 projects within the WEIS program, all are in Green status except: 

 Markets (Yellow status): SPP is working with the vendor to mitigate delays in receipt of 

code to enable testing. Staging of deliverables is expected to help. 

 Settlements (Yellow status): Working to make up lost time from resources having to 

focus on major settlements system replacement project that goes live 2/1. In the end, 

this implementation is a big win for WEIS as well.  

https://spp.org/organizational-groups/enhanced-curtailment-calculator-working-group/
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Next 60 days will be critical. Must have all our internal software requirements finalized and 

development under way so we can get started on testing.  

AGENDA ITEM 6 – REGISTRATION UPDATE 

Ashley Stringer (SPP) reported SPP has been having walk-throughs with the BAs on situational 

issues and identification of loads in SPP EMS. Among remaining details are naming conventions 

for data including sources/sinks and working through requests to share registration data with 

the BA. The 2/14 date for finalizing and submitting registration packets will allow for time to get 

everything in SPP’s network and commercial models.  

David asked how registration was going from the participants’ perspective. The only issue 

expressed was having to work around naming conventions for sources. Otherwise, things are 

going smoothly. 

AGENDA ITEM 7 – READINESS UPDATE 

Don Martin (SPP) shared key upcoming milestones that SPP is tracking for readiness; among 

them: 

 Feb. 3: Posting of draft technical specifications 

 Feb. 6: data for the market power study is due 

 Feb. 14: registration meetings will be complete 

WEIS participant project managers have provided the status of vendor selection. Three of the 

eight entities have completed the selection process; the remaining five are in various stages of 

evaluating needs and engaging with potential vendors.  

The group discussed whether a technical workshop is needed to explore data roles and 

responsibilities and mechanics at a more detailed level, especially in light of market protocol 

development. This would give SPP a chance to better understand how the West operates and 

help WEIS entities at the operational level dive deeper into what the system will entail. MEAN 

and WACM volunteered to host the workshop. Action: SPP will follow up to determine timing 

and location. 

AGENDA ITEM 8 – PROTOCOLS REVIEW 

Gary Cate (SPP) provided a high-level overview of the content for the WEIS market protocols, 

focusing on market operations, modeling and market monitoring. He noted as changes are 

needed after initial development, we will follow a Modification Oversight Process similar to the 
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SPP revision request process. Gary outlined a few tasks that remain before the full draft is ready 

to post on Feb. 13 in preparation for WMEC approval by 3/26: 

 Additional detail around core concepts 

 Identifying any concepts that may have been left out 

 Updating section references, exhibits, and other needed cleanup 

Gary proposed formation of a protocol review task force made up of at least one representative 

from each signatory who is responsible for day-to-day market operations. Details:  

 Will start work soon, perhaps as early as week of 2/3/2020, and wrap up in late March 

 Will be an open meeting for any interested party 

 Will need a chair who facilitates member voting 

 Gary Cate will be the staff representative 

 Will need a charter with 3-4 points to help establish focus 

 May want to have one or two face-to-face sessions 

 Gary will send invitation for task force members via Exploder 

Tom Christensen motioned to form the temporary task force. Dan Walter seconded. Motion 

passed. The group later appointed Shane Messano (WAPA) to serve as chair. Action: SPP staff 

will start working on a charter/scope for the task force to review at the next meeting. In the 

meantime, Gary encouraged the full group to provide feedback on the draft protocols to him 

and Erin Cathey.  

Meeting attendees also discussed the possibility of having a long-term working group to help in 

making decisions related to day-to-day market operations. Action: David indicated he would 

have staff begin work on a scope document for a working group to review at a future meeting.   

AGENDA ITEM 9 – MARKET POWER STUDY 

Serhat Guney (SPP) provided an overview of the market monitor’s role in studying market power 

in advance of a new market. The study assesses both structural and behavioral aspects of market 

power. The structural view looks at system-wide aspects, such as market concentration and 

market share, as well as locational aspects such as pivotal supplier analysis. Behavioral aspects 

are the actual exercise of market power that can subsequently be addressed through mitigation. 

To ensure adequate data needed to conduct the study, SPP has issued a request for both BA-

specific and WEIS participant-specific data.  

mailto:gcate@spp.org
mailto:ecathey@spp.org
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Discussion following Serhat’s presentation centered on: 

 How the study is used. Results will be filed with FERC as required before market go-live.  

 Study frequency: This particular study is performed only before go-live, although 

periodic market assessments are performed ongoing. Only in the case of a structural 

change would a full market power study be repeated.  

 Data types needed: The template sent out to WEIS participant project managers 

provides guidance for collecting data both from the BA and individual entities. MP 

granularity is most desirable to arrive at best results.  

 Market Monitor comments to BOD: The SPP Market Monitor submitted written 

comments to the SPP board for their consideration in approving the WEIS documents. 

Keith Collins (Market Monitoring Unit) noted the Market Monitor’s comments will be 

part of discussions with FERC the week of 2/3/2020. He is happy to discuss their 

comments with any entity.  

AGENDA ITEM 10 – FAQ INTRODUCTION 

Scott Maple (SPP) introduced a staff-generated document of frequently asked questions 

grouped into four categories: 1) market operations; 2) settlements; 3) regulatory; and 4) 

stakeholder engagement. The FAQ is posted to WMEC Reference Documents on spp.org. 

Questions may be added for consideration via RMS using the quick pick “WEIS Market” and 

subtype 1 menu “General Inquiries.” 

AGENDA ITEM 11 – ACTION ITEMS 

David Kelley (SPP) indicated all prior action items were being closed out based on completion. 

New action items can be found in the summary at the top of this document. 

AGENDA ITEM 12 – FUTURE MEETINGS 

The group decided to have its March meeting on 3/19/2020. Tri-State will host. 

The group agreed its April meeting will be on 4/23/2020. SPP will determine the location and 

post the meeting registration on spp.org.  

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. Mountain time.  

  

https://spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=200844
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Attendees List – WebEx 
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Attendees List – Sign-in Sheet 
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